
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO THE PETITIONER 

 PLEASE READ CAREFULLY THE ATTACHED STANDING FAMILY LAW COURT 

ORDER SIGNED BY THE HONORABLE DON H. LESTER ON 05/06/2019.  A COPY OF THE 

ATTACHED ORDER MUST BE SERVED BY SUMMONS OR CERTIFIED MAIL AND THE 

ATTACHED CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE MUST BE FILED WITH PROOF OF SERVICE 

ATTACHED. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
      , 
  Plaintiff/Petitioner,   CASE NO.:  
vs.       DIVISION:  
 
      , 

Defendant/Respondent. 
       / 

STANDING FAMILY LAW COURT ORDER 

 The following Standing Court Order (the “Order”) shall apply to all parties in an original 
action for dissolution of marriage, paternity, separate maintenance or annulment.  It is beneficial 
to all parties that the Order become effective upon the petitioner upon filing of the petition and 
upon the respondent upon service of the summons and petition or upon waiver and acceptance of 
service.  It is the Court’s intent that the Order remain in full force and effect during the pendency 
of this action, unless modified, terminated or amended by further order of the Court upon proper 
motion of either of the parties and after notice and hearing. 

 It is in the best interests of the parties in dissolution of marriage or paternity action to be 
informed of their rights, duties and responsibilities that apply during their dissolution of marriage 
or paternity proceeding, including, but not limited to, preservation of marital assets and 
compliance with court orders and applicable court rules.  It is also important to act in the best 
interests of their children.  It is therefore 

 ORDERED as follows: 

 IN ALL DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE ACTIONS: 

 DISSIPATION OF ASSETS: Neither party shall sell, transfer, encumber, conceal, 
assign, damage, remove or in any way dispose of any property, whether individually or jointly 
held, nor shall any party dissipate the value of an asset (such as, for example, encumbering real 
property with a mortgage) without the written consent of the other party, or without an order of 
the court, except in the ordinary course of business or in connection with customary and usual 
household expenses, or for reasonable attorney’s fees incurred in connection with this action.  
Neither party shall cancel, nor cause to be canceled, any utilities, including telephone, electric, or 
water and sewer if such cancellation would negatively affect the other party.  Any party who 
violates this provision will be required to render an accounting and may be later sanctioned if 
found to have wasted or depleted a marital asset in violation of this Order.  

 ADDITIONAL DEBT:  After this Order becomes effective, absent a court order or 
agreement of the parties, and with the exception of business debt incurred in the ordinary course 
of business or credit card debt that will be paid by the end of any applicable billing period, 
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neither party shall incur any debts, including, but not limited to, borrowing against any home 
equity credit line, encumbrance of marital assets, or cash advances against credit or bankcards.  

 INSURANCE POLICIES:  Any insurance policies in effect at the time the petition was 
filed shall not be terminated, allowed to lapse, modified, borrowed against, pledged, or otherwise 
encumbered by either of the parties or at the direction of either party.  This includes medical, 
hospital and/or dental insurance for the other party and/or the minor child(ren).  Each party shall 
maintain all existing life insurance, automobile insurance, homeowner’s or renter’s insurance 
policies in full force and effect.  Neither party shall change the beneficiaries of any existing life 
insurance policies.  Each party shall maintain all existing insurance policies in full force and 
effect, without modification of their terms, unless agreed to in writing by both parties.  All policy 
premiums will continue to be paid in full on a timely basis, unless there is an order of the court 
or a written agreement between the parties to the contrary. 

 SHARED PARENTAL REPONSIBLITY:  These provisions shall apply unless there is 
a conflicting court order or allegations of domestic violence.  

a) If the parents of children live separately at the initiation of or during the dissolution 
proceedings, they shall assist their children in maintaining contact with both parties, 
consistent with the established family schedule.  Such contact shall be in person, by 
telephone, audiovisual communications, and/or in writing.  

b) Neither party shall make any disparaging remarks about the other parent or question the 
child(ren) as to the other parent’s private life.  It is the child(ren)’s right to be spared 
from experiencing or witnessing any animosity or ill-feeling, if any should occur, 
between the parents.  The minor child(ren) should be encouraged to maintain love, 
respect and affection for both parents.  

c) Neither parent shall conceal the whereabouts of the child(ren), and each parent shall 
keep the other advised at all times of the residential address and phone numbers where 
the child(ren) will be residing while with the other parent. Each parent shall notify the 
other immediately of any emergency pertaining to any child of the parties.  

d) Each party shall provide to the other party his or her residence address, work and cellular 
telephone numbers and e-mail address.  Each party shall notify the other party, in 
writing, of any and all changes in his/her residence address, work and cellular telephone 
number(s) and e-mail address(es).  Such notification shall be given within five (5) days 
of any such change and shall include the complete new address, telephone number(s) 
and/or email address(es).  

PARENT RELOCATION FROM FAMILY HOME.  If the parties have a child or 
children in common, a party vacating the marital residence shall notify the other party, or, if 
applicable, the other party’s attorney, in writing, within forty-eight (48) hours of such move, of 
the address where the relocated party can receive communication.  This provision shall not apply 
if there is a conflicting court order.   
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IN ALL DISSOLUTIONS OF MARRIAGE (WITH DEPENDENT CHILD(REN) OR 
PATERNITY ACTIONS:  

 RELOCATION:  Unless there is a prior court order, judgment or agreement signed by 
both parties to the contrary, neither party shall permanently remove, cause to be removed or 
permit the removal of any minor child(ren) of the parties to a location greater than fifty (50) 
miles from the principal residence of the parent.  The intent of the restriction is not to prohibit 
temporary travel within the State of Florida.  Neither party shall apply for any passport or 
passport services on behalf of any child(ren) without consent of the other parent or without an 
order of the court.   

 PARENTING COURSE:  Pursuant to the administrative orders issued in the Fourth 
Judicial Circuit (Duval, Clay, and Nassau Counties) and pursuant to Section 61.21, Florida 
Statutes, all parties to a dissolution of marriage action with minor child(ren) or to a paternity 
proceeding shall complete a Parent Education and Family Stabilization Course, such as the 
Putting Children First in Divorce Course offered by Hope Haven (www.hope-
haven.org/children-first-parenting-class); or Positive Divorce Resolution for the Children First in 
Divorce Class; or a similar qualified in-person program with Court approval. 

 
In a dissolution action, the petitioner must complete the course within forty-five (45) days 

after the filing of the petition, and the respondent must complete the course within forty-five (45) 
days after service of the petition.  In a paternity action, the petitioner must complete the course 
within forty-five (45) days after filing the petition, and the respondent must complete the course 
within forty-five (45) days after an acknowledgement of paternity by that party, an adjudication 
of paternity of the party, or an order granting time-sharing to that party.  Within ten (10) days of 
completion of the course, each party must file a certificate of completion with the Court. 

 
Non-compliance:  If either party does not attend and complete the parenting course, the 

Court may enter an Order to Show Cause and schedule a hearing date.  At the hearing, the non-
complying party will be required to demonstrate why he or she has not attended the course.  The 
Court may impose sanctions, to include, without limitation, a stay of proceedings, contempt or 
any other sanctions the Court finds just and permissible under Florida law.  

 
NOTICE OF NO PRESUMPTION.  If the parties have at least one minor child in 

common, the parties are notified that section 61.13(2)(c)(1), Florida Statutes, provides that: “[i]t 
is the public policy of this state that each minor child has frequent and continuing contact with 
both parents after the parents separate or the marriage of the parties is dissolved and to encourage 
parents to share the rights and responsibilities, and joys, of childrearing.  There is no 
presumption for or against the father or mother of the child or for or against any specific time-
sharing schedule when creating or modifying the parenting plan of the child.”  





CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ATTACHED STANDING FAMILY COURT ORDER WAS 
SERVED ON:             

AT THE ADDRESS OF:          

BY: 

  CERTIFIED MAIL RETURN RECEIPT (#      ) 

  SERVICE OF PROCESS (AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE ATTACHED) 

ON    DAY OF     , 20 .  

 

             
SIGNATURE 

 
             

DATE 




